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UNRECORDED FAN MAP OF LONDON

A New & Correct Plan of London, including the New Buildings &c. to this Present Year.

Author
[BENNETT, Richard]

Publication date
1760].

Publisher
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[London,

Physical description
Engraved map, fine original hand-colour, blank on verso, mounted as a fan on wooden sticks, loss to
right part of map, and small loss to lower left.

Dimensions
240 mm diameter (9.5 inches).

Notes
A very rare fan map of London.

“Few art forms combine functional, ceremonial and decorative uses as elegantly as the fan. Fewer
still can match such diversity with a history stretching back 3000 years. Pictorial records show some



of the earliest fans date back to around 3000 BC, and there is evidence that the Greeks, Etruscans
and Romans all used fans as cooling and ceremonial devices, while Chinese literary sources
associate the fan with ancient mythical and historical characters. The first folding fans were inspired
by and copied from prototypes brought into Europe by merchant traders and the religious orders
that had set up colonies along the coasts of China and Japan. These early fans were regarded as a
status symbol. While their ‘montures’ (i.e. sticks and guards) were made from materials such as
ivory, mother-of-pearl, and tortoiseshell, often carved and pierced and ornamented with silver, gold
and precious stones, the leaves were painted by craftsmen who gradually amalgamated into guilds
such as The Worshipful Company of Fan Makers… The eighteenth century also saw the development
of the printed fan: cheaper to manufacture and therefore cheaper to purchase, fans were suddenly
available to a much wider audience than had previously been the case” (The Fan Museum).
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