
Engraving and aquatint with original hand colour.

“THE STRAND BRIDGE”

A View of the Strand Bridge, from the Design of John Rennie, Esqr. F.R.S. &c.&c.&c.
Engineer to the Company. To Henry Swann Esqr. M.P. Chairman, the Committee of
Directors, and the Company of Proprietors of the Strand Bridge, this View is with
permission Dedicated by their most Obedient Humble Servant, William Anderson.
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Engraving and aquatint with original hand colour.

Dimensions
Image: 432 by 816mm (17 by 32.25 inches). Sheet: 495 by 845mm (19.5 by 33.25 inches).

Notes
The Strand Bridge was the original name of the first Waterloo Bridge before it was renamed in
honour of the Duke of Wellington’s great victory. The Strand Bridge Company was formed by a



group of investors who wanted to build a new toll bridge to take advantage of the growing number of
people needing to cross the Thames. It was designed by John Rennie, the Scottish architect. It was
renamed by Act of Parliament in 1816 in honour of the great victory won by the Duke of Wellington
over Napoleon Bonaparte, and opened by the Prince Regent on the second anniversary of the battle.
The Italian sculptor Antonio Canova described it as “the noblest bridge in the world, worth a visit
from the remotest corners of the earth”.

The print is dedicated to Henry Swann, a Tory politician and the chairman of the Strand Bridge
Company.

William Anderson (1757-1837) was born in Scotland and became an artist specializing in maritime
painting.

Matthew Dubourg (fl.1786-1838) was an engraver in aquatint who often worked for the London
publishers Edward Orme and Thomas McLean.
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