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Dimensions

Notes

A very fine example of the Venetian editon of Ptolemy’s ‘Geographia’. This is the first illustrated
edition of Ptolemy’s work in which an attempt was made to update the information given on the
maps. It is also one of the earliest examples of two-colour printing in cartography, with the major
regional names printed in red and others in black, using inset type. The large cordiform world map
is the earliest of its kind, and this is only the second Ptolemaic world map to show America (“Regalis
domus” and “Terra laboratoru[m]”). It is also the first printed map to indicate Japan (“Zampagu
Ins”).
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Provenance
Provenance:

From the library of Samuel Latham Mitchell Barlow (1826-1889), a New York lawyer, who built up
one of the most important collections in the nineteenth century. He worked with Henry Harrisse on
‘Notes on Columbus’, an invaluable work for the biography and bibliography of the discovery of the
New World.
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