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MONFERRATO

Disegno del assedio in Casal Monferrato Carlo Bianchi F. All’Illmo: et Eccmo: Sigre: et
Prōne mio Coledisso: il Sigr: Gio: Paulo Sforza Visconte, Maresche di Carauaggio,
Gouernatore de hl’huomini d’Arme, e de cinque cento Caualli leggieri, Capo: d’Infanteria
Spagnuola, et di Lanze per S.M.C. nello stato di Milano, etc… Da Milano 31. decembre 1628
D.V.S. Illme. et Eccma: Diuotisso: serre. Mateo Pampini inggniero.

Author
PAMPINI, Matteo

Publication date
1628

Publisher
Carlo Bianchi,

Publication place
Milan,

Physical description
Engraved map with letterpress pasted onto the lower right.

Dimensions

Notes
Casale Monferrato was a strategically important fortress town in Piedmont, capital of the
Monferrato region. The central citadel – the castello – was one of the strongest and most impressive



fortifications of the region.

This map depicts the siege of Casale Monferrato by the forces of his Catholic Majesty, the king of
Spain, in 1628. The siege formed part of the War of the Mantuan Succession, in which Spain, France
and the Holy Roman Empire sought to install their own candidate as Duke of Mantua after the early
death of the reigning duke Vincenzo II in 1627. France favoured the rightful claimant, Charles, Duke
of Nevers; however, Spain, and allies, favoured a rival claimant, Charles Emmanuel, Duke of Savoy.
When Nevers arrived in Mantua to claim the title, Charles Emmanuel, with the support of the
Spanish and Habsburgs put an army in the field, and in 1628 laid siege to Casale, the besiegers
commanded by the Genoese Ambrogio Spinola, commander of Spanish forces in the region. The
siege was unsuccessful; having successfully dealt with the Huguenot revolt in La Rochelle, the
French were able to turn their attention to Mantua, sending an army that relieved Casale on 18th
March, 1629.
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