Hand-coloured bird’s-eye view of the West Lake, Hangzhou, with an inscription of Qian Yuanpei,
towards top, signed and sealed at bottom left.

MAP OF THE WEST LAKE (HANGZHOU)
Xizihu Tu 00 0O 0O (Map of the West Lake).
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Publication date
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Publication place
Hangzhou O O,

Physical description
Hand-coloured bird’s-eye view of the West Lake, Hangzhou, with an inscription of Qian Yuanpei,
towards top, signed and sealed at bottom left.

Dimensions
620 by 1110mm. (24.5 by 43.75 inches).

Notes

Conceived in 1873 under the reign of Emperor Tongzhi 0 0 (1856-1875, r. 1861- 1875), the map
depicts a bird’s-eye view of the West Lake in Hangzhou. Renowned mountains and sites are
accurately identified and marked, the names of which are widely recognisable today, including Bei
Gao Feng O O O (North peak),Yuegui Feng [0 O O (Yuegui peak), Nan Gao Feng [0 O O (South



peak), and Yuhuang Feng 0 00 O (Yuhuang peak), and Santan Yin Yue 00 O 0 O, Huagang Guan Yu
0000, Leifeng Xizhao 0 0 0 O, and Liulang Wen Ying O 00 O O . Pagodas, bridges, and temples
are also meticulously depicted using variations of ink tones and touches of red ink, to signify the
prominent places.

Inscription at the top right by Qian Yuanpei 00 O 0 (date unknown), a descendent of O 0 [J
(1744-1813), a prominent scholar of the school of Han Learning, the most influential political party
in the Qing dynasty. It describes an incident after Weng Dacheng had read Liang Wen Zhuanggong’s
diary of West Lake, where he strolled through the mountains, while drinking wine and singing along
the way.
“do0b0b00o0bbdoobouoobobUooobObooobbUoo0bOooooObUoooObooooDbod
gddooooooodououoooooo oo ouonooooooodgo
Ogodooooooooooooooododoooooooooooooouoooooooo
ga”

Inscription at bottom left gives author’s name Wumen Weng Dacheng Jinghan ShiO OO0 OO0 00O,
date Tongzhi Guiyou Runyue 0 00 0 0 O O and the place where the map was painted Xileng Yu O O
0.

“doboooobbouoooooooooooar

The West Lake has influenced poets and painters throughout Chinese history for its natural beauty

and historic relics, and it has also been among the most important sources of inspiration for Chinese
garden designers. It was made a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2011, described as having
“influenced garden design in the rest of China as well as Japan and Korea over the centuries” and
reflecting “an idealized fusion between humans and nature”.
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