Engraved chart with four insets, lighthouses and beacons picked out in yellow, chartseller’s label
pasted bottom-right, tear to right margin, loss to top, left, and bottom margins.

BEWARE FALSE BERMUDA

Carte de la Céte des Etats-Unis Comprise entre la Nouvelle-Ecosse et la Floride.

Author
ROBIQUET, [Aimé]

Publication date
1861.

Publisher
Louis Antoine, Rue des Noyers, 70,

Publication place
Paris,

Physical description
Engraved chart with four insets, lighthouses and beacons picked out in yellow, chartseller’s label
pasted bottom-right, tear to right margin, loss to top, left, and bottom margins.

Dimensions
730 by 1020mm (28.75 by 40.25 inches).

Notes
Rare chart of the North American east coast, with large inset maps of Florida, New York Harbour,
Charleston, and Delaware Bay.



Stretching from Georgia in the south to Nova Scotia in the north. Lighthouses are picked out in
yellow, with a concentrated cluster around New York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts. A list of
named beacons is provided, along with elevation above sea level and whether they are ‘fixed or
floating’ lights. A key denotes sand, coral, mud, and “very grey” areas. Topographical details such as
trees, cultivated fields, clustered outbuildings, and even dockyards are rendered to a fine degree.

This chart was likely used for contemporary surveying, as pencilled annotations of corrected and
added soundings can be seen particularly around New York and rhumb lines in the north-west. Not
only is Bermuda included, but “false Bermuda” is indicated with a small cross.

Aimé Robiquet was a French hydrographer operating in the mid-nineteenth century. His elephant
folio ‘Atlas Hydrographique’ (1851) contained 44 charts of an unusually high quality. His separately
published coastal charts are rare on the market.
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