
Engraved map, on two sheets, dissect and mounted on linen, fine original full wash colour, edged in
blue silk, housed in original brown cloth slipcase lettered in gilt.

WARWICKSHIRE – EARL HOWE’S COPY OF A MAP SHOWING THE AGREED
ROUTE OF THE LONDON TO BIRMINGHAM RAILWAY

[Warwickshire] London & Birmingham Railway. Plan of the Line and Adjacent Country.
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STEPHENSON, Robert
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1835].

Publisher
C. F. Cheffins,

Publication place
[London,

Physical description
Engraved map, on two sheets, dissect and mounted on linen, fine original full wash colour, edged in
blue silk, housed in original brown cloth slipcase lettered in gilt.

Dimensions
750 by 1550mm. (29.5 by 61 inches).

Notes
Rare early state of the Robert Stephenson’s map of the London to Birmingham railway.

This large and detailed map shows the agreed route of the London to Birmingham railway, the first
intercity railway line to be built into London. Work on the line commenced in 1833 and would take



five years to complete. The line was engineered by Robert Stephenson, son of the father of the
railway George Stevenson, and one of the greatest civil engineers of the Victorian age.

The line started at Euston Station in London, went north-north-west to Rugby, where it turned west
to Coventry and on to Birmingham. It terminated at Curzon Street Station, which it shared with the
Grand Junction Railway (GJR), whose adjacent platforms gave an interchange with full connectivity
(with through carriages) between Liverpool, Manchester and London. Below the map is a section
showing the inclinations of the railway line.

The present example is early state before the inclusion of the C. F. Cheffin’s imprint and the addition
of two inset plans to the upper right showing London Depots at Chalk Farm and Euston Grove, the
the Birmingham Depot. These early states were probably produced for subscribers, and owners of
land along the route of the railway.

We are only able to trace two institutional examples of this state: Cambridge University Library, and
London University Library.

Provenance

Right Honourable Earl Howe (lettered in gilt to slipcase). Earl Howe owned land around Curzon
Street in Birmingham where the line terminated.

Scale: one inch to one statute mile.
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