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VIEW OF THE GELDERSEKADE FROM THE SCHREIERSTOREN TOWARDS
THE ZUIDER KERK

Gezicht van den Ykant Af Bezyden den Schreiers hoex toren lansg de Keulsche en
Geldersche kaei naer de Nieuwe Markt St Antonis Waeg en Zuider Kerk. Vuë quay du y du
coté de la tour des pleureurs, vers les quays de cologne & de gueldre le marché neuf le
poids de st antoine & l’egliss meridionale.
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Notes
To the right of the view is the Schreierstoren. The tower was originally part of the medieval city wall



of Amsterdam, built in the 15th century. It was the location from which Henry Hudson set sail on his
journey to Northern America. The tower is often referred to as the Weeper’s tower, as it was from
here that women would say farewell to their menfolk before they set out to war; although this now
believe to be a myth. In the distance is the tower of the Zuider Kerk, and the Waag. The Waag,
originally one of the gates in the medieval city walls had, due to its situation on the Nieuwmarkt, by
this time become one of the city’s new weigh houses, where various goods were weighed. The new
weigh house was needed to relieve the Waag op de Dam, the original weigh house on Dam square,
which had become too small for the needs of the rapidly growing city.

Andries de Leth (1662-1731) and Hendrik de Leth (1692-1759) were engravers, publishers, and
mapmakers working in Amsterdam during the first half of the eighteenth century.
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