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Lithographed map with contemporary hand-colour in full, dissected and mounted on linen.

THE ROYAL BOROUGH
[Map of Chelsea].

Author
STANFORD, Edward

Publication date
[1899 or later].

Publisher
Edward Stanford,

Publication place
London,

Physical description
Lithographed map with contemporary hand-colour in full, dissected and mounted on linen.

Dimensions
1255 by 1251mm (49.5 by 49.25 inches).

Notes

An unusual map of the parish and historical borough of Chelsea. A thick black line denotes the
outline of the “Union, Parly. & Met. Boro. Bdy.”: Chelsea was made a borough in the London
Government Act of 1899, which divided the city into 28 metropolitan boroughs and the city of
Westminster. Previously, local government had been overseen by the parish of St Luke’s Chelsea,
which is also labelled on the map.



There is a key to the different boundaries and a scale bar at the lower edge of the map.

The map has been hand coloured to show different types of buildings and roads. Educational
establishments are coloured in dark blue; parks and open ground in green; religious establishments
in dark grey; docks and wharves in light grey; places of entertainment (including theatres, cinemas
and libraries) in burgundy; and public houses in orange. Main roads are coloured pink, with more
minor roads in light blue. A number of buildings are coloured red; these appear to be buildings that
have now been demolished (or in the case of those ruled out by waving red lines, were slated for
demolition or redevelopment), in order to make the streets wider.

Edward Stanford (1827-1904) was a highly successful publisher, known for his accurate maps of
London. He began his career working for Trelawny Saunders, an enterprising mapmaker who
supplied a daily weather chart for the Great Exhibition. Stanford started his own business in 1853,
was elected a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society the following year and set about expanding
the cartographical aspect of the firm.
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