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Double-page woodcut map.

THE FIRST PRINTED MAP OF NORTHEASTERN AMERICA
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Notes

The rare first state of Ramusio’s map of New England and New France, produced by Giacomo
Gastaldi for the third volume of Ramusio’s highly important work, ‘Delle Naviagtioni et Viaggi.’ It is
the earliest printed map devoted to the region, and is also the first map to use the term ‘New
France’.



Gastaldi’s map is largely based on the voyages of Cartier and Verrazzano. The Hudson River, the St.
Lawrence River, and the islands near the Gulf of St. Lawrence are the most prominent features,
along with a curious snake-like projection in the Atlantic Ocean that has been the subject of much
speculation. It is probably an attempt to depict the Grand Banks, but it has also been suggested that
it is the Gulf Stream. The depiction of the area between New York Harbour and Narragansett Bay is
based on the voyage of Verrazzano in 1524. The area around New York Harbour, shown here as a
peninsula, is named Angoulesme. The large bay to the east of New York Harbour is probably Jamaica
Bay, which was more open to the ocean at that time. Long Island, which Verrazzano thought was a
peninsula, is labelled Flora. The Hudson River is shown joining the St Lawrence - an assumption
that Verrezzano and Cartier’s rivers were connected.

Ramusio’s ‘Delle Navigationi et Viaggi’ was first published in three volumes between 1550 and 1559,
and followed by various subsequent editions, all of which had additions made to them. “This is one of
the earliest and most important collections of voyages and travels and may be said to have opened a
new era in the literary history of voyages and navigation. This work... was the first great systematic
collection that had so far appeared” (Hill 1418). A fourth volume was planned but was never
published. The preface to the third edition of the first volume (1563), and the introduction to the
account of Peru in the third volume, both contain references to this proposed volume.

Ramusio (1485-1557), an Italian editor and secretary of the Senate in Venice, was pre-eminent in
sparking popular interest in European exploration of the rest of the world by compiling, in one
language, accessible accounts of the most important expeditions since the late fifteenth century,
including those of Columbus, Vasco da Gama, Cortez, Coronado, Cartier, Cadamosto, and many
others. The third volume of his ‘Viaggi...” is entirely devoted to America, and is a foremost authority
on the early history of the continent. It includes accounts of Peter Martyr, Oviedo - including the
first publication of his book XX - Cortes, Cabeca de Vaca, Guzman, Ulloa, Coronado, Fray Marcos di
Niza, Xerez, Verrazano, and Cartier.

Ramusio’s death in July 1557, together with the fire at the Giuntia presses in November the same
year, prevented the production of a fourth volume. Nonetheless, Ramusio’s works up to this date
“...open an era in the literary history of voyages and navigation” (Harrisse) and are widely
acknowledged as “the definitive geographies of the sixteenth century”.

This map is the work of Giacomo Gastaldi (c1500-1565), described by Burden as “Cosmographer to
the Venetian Republic, then a powerhouse of commerce and trade. He sought the most up to date
geographical information available, and became one of the greatest cartographers of the sixteenth
century”. He was, and styled himself, ‘Piemontese’, and this epithet appears often after his name.
Born at the end of the fifteenth or the beginning of the sixteenth century, he does not appear in any
records until 1539, when the Venetian Senate granted him a privilege for the printing of a perpetual
calendar. His first dated map appeared in 1544, by which time he had become an accomplished
engineer and cartographer.

Karrow has argued that Gastaldi’s early contact with the celebrated geographical editor, Giovanni
Battista Ramusio, and his involvement with the latter’s work, ‘Navigationi et Viaggi’, prompted him
to take to cartography as a full-time occupation. In any case Gastaldi was helped by Ramusio’s
connections with the Senate, to which he was secretary, and the favourable attitude towards
geography and geographers in Venice at the time.
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