
Double-page engraved map, fine original colour in outline, contemporary annotation on verso in
brown ink.

THE FIRST PRINTED MAP OF LANCASHIRE

[Lancashire] Lancastriae Comitatus. palatin vera et absoluta descriptio Anno Dni 1577

Author
SAXTON, Christopher

Publication date
1579.

Publisher
Christopher Saxton,

Publication place
London,

Physical description
Double-page engraved map, fine original colour in outline, contemporary annotation on verso in
brown ink.

Dimensions
420 by 550mm. (16.5 by 21.75 inches).

Notes
This map of Lancashire is the first county map ever to be produced of the region, created by
Christopher Saxton as one in a series of 35 maps found in his seminal ‘Atlas of England and Wales’.
With funding from Thomas Seckford and the authority of the Queen’s Privy Council, the



cartographer undertook to survey and chart every county within the two countries. While the
central, land-locked counties are often grouped together, those on the coast are documented
individually in greater detail. This was because the looming threat of a Spanish naval attack during
Elizabeth’s reign meant it was essential to have accurate information about the geography and
settlements of coastal areas. Ships, fish and questionable sea monsters feature on the left side of the
map, indicating the ornamental, as well as the practical, purpose of the piece. Further inland, rivers,
hills, towns and villages are represented by illustrations, differentiated in size and labelled in
English.

A boldly coloured cartouche dominates the neighbouring county of York, ornamented with winged
cupids and containing the Latin name of the featured county. On the opposite side the royal coat-of-
arms is found above the Seckford family crest, accompanied by its later Latin motto. The lower left
corner features the map’s scale, below which the names of the cartographer and engraver are
written. The creation of the copper plate used to make this map is attributed to Remigius
Hogenberg, who was responsible for a number of maps found in the Atlas of England and Wales.
Additionally, like all the maps in Saxton’s ‘Atlas of England and Wales’, this map bears his
watermark, a bunch of grapes, to identify the work as original.

Bibliography
‘Lancastriae Comitatus sheet 28’ (The British Library Online Gallery, 2009); Gresswell, ‘The
geomorphology of the south-west Lancashire coast-line’ (The Geographical Journal, 1937); Kenyon,
‘The origins of Lancashire’ (Manchester University Press, 1991).

Provenance

Price:

Inventory reference: 15351

© Daniel Crouch Rare Books Ltd | 2025


