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Notes
The famous Nuremberg Chronicle, a history of the world, published the year that Columbus returned
to Europe after discovering America. The text is a year-by-year account of notable events in world
history from the Creation down to the year of publication. It is a mixture of fact and fantasy,
recording events like the invention of printing, but also repeating stories from Herodotus. Even the
world map is decorated with strange beings from the far reaches, including a cyclops and a four-
eyed man. 645 woodcuts were used to illustrate the Chronicle, but many were used more than once,
so there are a total of 1,809 illustrations, making it the most extensively illustrated book of the
fifteenth century. The cutters were Michael Wolgemut, his stepson, Wilhelm Pleydenwurff, and their
workshop. As Albrecht Dürer was the godson of Koberger and was apprenticed to Wolgemut from
1486 to 1489, it is likely that he was involved in the work.
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