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Notes
The chart depicts the three principle bays on the island of St Lucia: Vieux Fort Bay; Grand Cul de



Sac Bay; and Marigot Harbour. The charts bear soundings, compass roses and other signs of the sea.
Vieux Fort Bay contains a great deal of information on the make up of the port and the surrounding
countryside.

Since the mid seventeenth century the Caribbean island of St. Lucia has been a consistent
controversial issue in the colonial politics England and France. Located between the English
headquarters of Barbados and the French equivalent of Martinique St. Lucia was seen as the perfect
place to take over the local sugar industry which was established as early as 1763. The European
conflicts of both countries, such as the Seven Years’ War, the American Revolutionary War or the
French Revolution were hold in St. Lucia as well. Following several changes of sovereignty between
the two European countries over the cause of nearly two decades the island was finally ceded to
Britain in 1814.

The British Hydrographic Office was founded in 1795 by George III, who appointed Alexander
Dalrymple as the first Hydrographer to the Admiralty. The first charts were produced in 1800.
Unlike the U. S. Coast Survey the Hydrographic Office was given permission to sell charts to the
public and they produced a great number of sea charts covering every corner of the globe. Most of
the Admiralty charts produced by the Hydrographic Office delineated coastline as well as high and
low water marks and record depth of water as established by soundings. In addition these charts
included information on shoals, reefs, and other navigational hazards that plagued mariners across
the world. Thanks to the innovations of Sir Francis Beaufort, who developed the Beaufort Scale of
wind strength, the British Hydrographic Office became one of the leading producers of sea charts.

Rare OCLC records two institutional examples: The British Library; and the University of Milwaukee.
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