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ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE OF THIS MAP OF ISOLE PALANDURE

Le Isole Palandure le qual hanno un Re. che habita nell’ Isola Queiloa detti dalli antichi
Tricadiba, la qual c la maggio, che sia nell’ Arcipelago de Malivar, il detto Re si fa per
clettione de mercanti della Citta di cananor dia detta Calicaria, i popoh che habitano le
dette Isole non maneggiano arme di sorte alcuna, sono juomeni pusilanimi ma banno
grande ingegno sono pescatori perfetti i quali pigliano gra quantita de pesci, et gli salano,
e poi li vendono a mercanti; in q’sta Isole si lanora sottilmente ccerti plani di Bombace
testuti con seda, et oro molto fini, et sono in gran precio fra mori similmente raccoglieno
molto ambracari in pezzi grandi di color bianco, beretin, et negro, il bianco e di maggior
precio, il negro e di pocco pretio; le donne lauorano molto delicatamente alcune camise le
qual portano alli Re circomicini et gli mercanti le comprano per portarle alli signori
fontani: in le ditte isole fanno alcuni nauilii i quali sono tessuti de corde, e stano sicuri in
queste isole hanno il polo artico levato sopra l’orizonte loro gradi 8, et il suo maggior
giorno artificiale e hore 12. m 32.
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Notes
This rare, small-scale map of the ocean around the South West coast of India focuses on a particular
island named ‘Isole Palandure’. It is not clear which of the many islands North of the Maldives this
map is referring to, but the cartographer notes that “it was called Pepe by the ancients”. The image
encompasses the collection of surrounding islands, some of which are labelled, but none with a
recognisable name. Beneath the map a paragraph of Italian text describes the inhabitants, geology
and customs of the so-called Isole Palandure. According to this information, it was ruled by a King
who lived on the Maldives, represented in the lower left corner, and while the natives were not
natural warriors, they were very skilled fishermen. The island is also said to have great resources of
ambergris.

The anonymous creator of this map clearly used great map of Asia produced by Italian cartographer
Giacomo Gastaldi in 1561 as a source, but added this descriptive information. During the early
fifteenth century, the Italian explorer Niccolò de’ Conti had travelled to the Indian Ocean, and
exploration of the regions by European sailors, such as Andrés de Urdaneta, increased throughout
the sixteenth century. As a result of such voyages, increasingly accurate and detailed naval charts
and maps were produced throughout Europe. This map is an early and extremely rare example from
Italian branch of this cartographic expansion. The only other known example is held in the Turin
State Archives.
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