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Notes
Rare reduction of the first large-scale map of the county.



William Faden was a prolific publisher of atlases, maps and plans who started his career working for
Thomas Jefferys around 1770. Following the latter’s death in 1771 he took over the business, which
traded as Jeffery’s and Faden until 1783, after which it traded under Faden’s own name. The stock
acquired from Jefferys was considerable, but it did not include a one inch to one mile of Norfolk;
indeed the only large-scale surveys of the county up to this time were a number of maps published in
the first half of the eighteenth century on a scale of 2/3 inch to one mile.

Andrew Armstrong’s son, Mostyn John, who had been involved with his father in the 1769 survey of
Northumberland had moved to Norfolk a few years later. There he issued “Proposals” for large-scale
maps of Norfolk, and Cambridgeshire, neither of which came to fruition. It was therefore left to
William Faden to produce his own map as he had done with Hampshire and he again engaged the
services of the surveyor of that map, Thomas Milne. The latter was joined by Thomas Donald who
had worked for Jefferys on several surveys and would therefore be well known to Faden.

The map took five years to complete and was the first survey of the county on this scale, finely
engraved on six sheets. The single-sheet reduction present here was surprisingly never printed
alongside editions of the large-scale survey; indeed it first appeared some six years after the
publication of the six-sheet map. It is a true reduction of the latter and includes much of the
information found on the larger map, including roads, rivers, fens, towns, villages, gentlemen’s
seats, forests and parks.
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