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MÜLHEIM

Warachtige Afbeeldinge van de Niewe Stadt Mullheim Alsoo de selve door het beleyt van
der Churfurst zu Brā[n]dē[n]burg en Me-vrouwe ANNA Paltz gravinne by den Rhyn seer
vergroot ende wygeleyt wordt
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Dimensions
260 by 320mm. (10.25 by 12.5 inches).

Notes
Detailed plan of Mülheim, a German town on the banks of the Rhine, almost opposite Cologne, and
now part of that city; the plan was drawn in 1612 listing the privileges (rights) of the citizens of the
town as guaranteed by the “Possessing Princes” in their agreement of 23rd March, 1612.



Mülheim was established in 1612 by Protestants seeking to evade the religious persecution brought
about the Counter-Reformation in Germany. The town grew quickly, as did the prosperity of the
people there; as can be seen from the plan, the town was strongly fortified, becoming one of the
important commercial and military locations along the river. The town was protected by the
“Possessing Princes” of Julich who guaranteed freedom of religion and other extensive privileges.

The success of the town, however, led to conflict with its Catholic neighbours. In 1614, the emperor
ordered that the town demolish its fortifications within a month of his decree; when the Protestants
refused, the Spanish General Ambroglio Spinola was despatched to capture the town and destroy the
defences, which he duly did, beginning on 16th September, 1614.

Van den Keere’s version seems to have been the source for a number of derivatives.

Bibliography
Pass, The German Political Broadsheet, vol. I, PA-46: the van deb Keere original (Historisch Museum
Rotterdam, Atlas van Stolk: 1284) & cf. P-172 and P-210: German derivatives; P-211 is a plan of the
demolition of the walls.

Provenance

Price:

Inventory reference: 11345

© Daniel Crouch Rare Books Ltd | 2025


