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MORTIER’S MAP SOUTHERN ASIA AND THE INDIAN OCEAN

Carte Particuliere d’une Partie d’Asie ou sont Les Isles d’Andemaon, Ceylan, les Maldives.
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Physical description
Engraved map in two sheets, joined, with original outline hand colour.

Dimensions
595 by 875mm. (23.5 by 34.5 inches).

Notes
A sea chart of the Indian Ocean. There are two title cartouches, one in Dutch and one in French.
Although the coastal outlines are very detailed, the main focus is on the islands of the Indian Ocean:
the Seychelles, the Maldives, Sri Lanka and the Andaman Islands. The Maldives are shown as an
overly large chain of islands, highlighting their importance in local trade. The Maldives were a
source of cowrie shells and coir, a fibre made from dried coconut husk. Coir was used to make ropes



as it was resistant to sea water, and was used for ships in the Indian Ocean.

The chart is taken from the second volume of Mortier’s maritime atlas, the “Neptune Francois”,
which covered non-European waters. Mortier based many of the charts on manuscript maps drawn
by the French diplomat Nicolas Perron d’Ablancourt after Portuguese sources.
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