
Manuscript chart, pen and black ink, and colour wash in outline, on paper watermarked with
Strasburg Lily within a shield, initials “VDL” beneath and countermark “IV” (closest to Churchill
405, dated to 1733, from the mill of Pieter van der Ley, son of Gerrit Pieters van der Ley who worked
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ink: “No. 21.” and “Straat d Bouton”; some oxidation of black ink with minor loss.

MANUSCRIPT VOC CHART SHOWING DUTCH SETTLEMENTS ON THE
ISLANDS OF BUTON AND MUNA
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Physical description
Manuscript chart, pen and black ink, and colour wash in outline, on paper watermarked with
Strasburg Lily within a shield, initials “VDL” beneath and countermark “IV” (closest to Churchill
405, dated to 1733, from the mill of Pieter van der Ley, son of Gerrit Pieters van der Ley who worked
De Wever – the Weaver – and De Bonsem – the Polecat – mills at Koog aan de Zaan, Holland, from
1674 onwards), signed beneath the scale, lower left; contemporary cataloguing notation on verso in



ink: “No. 21.” and “Straat d Bouton”; some oxidation of black ink with minor loss.

Dimensions
525 by 715mm (20.75 by 28.25 inches).

Notes
Buton was a strategic island on the route from Java and Makassar, in southern Sulawesi, to the
Spice Islands. In 1613 the Sultanate of Buton entered into a contract with the VOC, in which the
sultan La Elangi sought support for independence from the Sultanates of Makassar and Ternate. By
1669 the VOC had subjugated those Sultanates and Buton remained a relatively independent
kingdom. However, the area was investigated by many interested parties, and the British Library
holds a number of manuscript charts of the area dating from 1680. This large-scale, and very
detailed chart, of the southern coast of present-day Sulawesi and the islands of Wowoni, Buton,
Muna, and eastern Kabaena, shows the numerous Dutch settlements on Buton and Muna, and
frequent soundings in the straits between the islands.
In terms of printed charts, Bergh’s cartography closely follows that expressed by Francois Valentyn
in the large, but small-scale, inset to his chart ‘De Landvoogdy der Moluccos, met de aangrenzende
Eylanden’, from ‘Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien, vervattende een Naaukeurige en Uitvoerige
Verhandelinge van Nederlands Mogentheyd in die Gewesten’ (1724-1726), based on his own travels
in the area and previously unpublished VOC charts and information. Louis Antoine de Bougainville
(1729-1811), published the results of his survey in 1769, covering the same area, but with less
detail. The cartography of Bergh’s chart is almost identical to the inset ‘Isles de Bouton et
Pangesane’, on Jan Barend Elwe’s four-sheet map of 1792, ‘Partie de la Nouvelle Grande Carte des
Indes Orientales’.
Campbell records that “Johannes van Bergen arrived in Batavia from his native Rotterdam in 1742
and worked as a draughtsman in the period (1744-6)” (Campbell p. 43, no. 149). One Jan van den
Bergh (1587-1660) was a Dutch painter of some note and a friend of Rubens; although it is unlikely
he and this cartographer are one and the same person.
The chart is drawn on Dutch paper with a watermark that dates to about 1733. It bears hand-drawn
rhumb lines, and so pre-dates the measures, such as pre-printed compass lines, implemented later to
minimize copying errors.
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