
Wooden case with the words ‘Saudi Arabia’ and ‘Maps’, printed to the front (317 by 336 by 197mm ),
containing 30 geological maps, covering large parts of the Arabian peninsula (29 of which are
housed in their original sleeves), a further three maps detailing areas of Saudi Arabia (all three with
a few small tears along folds), a booklet containing two maps on the the use of computer-enhanced
imagery on the geological mapping of western Arabia, a Distinguished Service Letter for Glen F.
Brown, Glen F. Brown’s 1995 Hollis D. Hedberg Award medal (housed in original box) and
programme, the Geological Society of America’s memorial service programme for Glen F. Brown,
Brown’s New York Times obituary, a brass plaque commemorating 30 years of Saudi American co-
operation, and a postcard of the Portuguese fort Qatif.

“HIS EFFORTS CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO THE PHENOMENAL
ECONOMIC PROGRESS DEVELOPMENT THAT SAUDI ARABIA HAS
EXPERIENCED…”

[Map case, maps, and ephemera belonging and related to Glen F. Brown]
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Physical description



Wooden case with the words ‘Saudi Arabia’ and ‘Maps’, printed to the front (317 by 336 by 197mm ),
containing 30 geological maps, covering large parts of the Arabian peninsula (29 of which are
housed in their original sleeves), a further three maps detailing areas of Saudi Arabia (all three with
a few small tears along folds), a booklet containing two maps on the the use of computer-enhanced
imagery on the geological mapping of western Arabia, a Distinguished Service Letter for Glen F.
Brown, Glen F. Brown’s 1995 Hollis D. Hedberg Award medal (housed in original box) and
programme, the Geological Society of America’s memorial service programme for Glen F. Brown,
Brown’s New York Times obituary, a brass plaque commemorating 30 years of Saudi American co-
operation, and a postcard of the Portuguese fort Qatif.

Dimensions

Notes
The map case belonging to Professor Glen F. Brown, the leading American geologist working in
Saudi Arabia in the mid-twentieth century. His contribution to the geology of the region was vital for
the wealth and prosperity of Saudi Arabia and the surrounding regions.

Although the hunt for oil, gas and minerals ultimately drove geological survey work across the
region, in its early years it was the need for continual water sources which was the catalyst for Saudi
Arabia’s resource exploration. In 1944 King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz approached the United States for a
technical expert who could assist with the identification and plotting of the kingdom’s natural
resources, particularly its groundwater reserves. Glen F. Brown, who undertook the task and is
responsible for the maps with this case, was one of the pioneers of a partnership between the United
States Geological Survey (USGS) and the government of Saudi Arabia. This collaboration was one of
international importance, spanning the next five decades and influencing the development of the
kingdom significantly. By 1954, the Saudi Ministry of Finance, United States Geological Survey
(USGS) and Aramco were working together to produce the first full series of geographic and
geologic maps of the country. The first of their type in the Peninsula, were published between the
late 1950s and early 1960s in both Arabic and English copies.

The information these maps contained formed the basis of subsequent Saudi national development
plans. To this day, all modern maps of the kingdom trace their roots back to these publications.

The box contains 30 geological maps (of which 29 are housed within their original sleeves) on a scale
of 1:500,000. The maps were produced in two versions. The sheets marked with the suffix ‘A’
combine geology and geography, whilst ‘B’ showed just the geography. The sheets marked by the
prefix ‘GM’ are reprints of earlier maps, whilst the prefix ‘AP’ denotes maps of the whole of the
Arabian peninsula.

As well as the geological maps the box also contains: a paper on the use of computer enhanced
imagery for the mapping of western Arabia; Glen Brown’s Distinguished Service Citation letter from
the State Department; Glen Brown’s 1995 Hollis D. Hedberg Award medal and programme; the
Geological Society of America’s memorial service programme for Glen F. Brown; Brown’s New York
Times obituary; a brass plaque commemorating 30 years of Saudi American co-operation; and a
postcard of the Portuguese fort Qatif.

List of contents

1. Map I-200 A. Wadi As Sarhan – (1963)
2. Map I-200 B. Wadi As Sarhan – (1962)
3. Map I-202 A. Darb Zubaydah – (1963)
4. Map I-202 B. Darb Zubaydah – (1976)



5. Map I-204 B. Northwestern Hijaz – (1959)
6. Map I-205 A. Northeastern Hijaz – (1963)
7. Map GM-205 B. Northeastern Hijaz – (1977)
8. Map I-206 A. Wadi Ar Rimah – (1963)
9. Map I-207 A. Northern Tuwayq – (1958)
10. Map I-207 B. Northern Tuwayq – (1957)
11. Map I-210 A. Southern HIjaz – (1963)
12. Map I-210 B. Geographic map of the Southern Hijaz – (1958)
13. Map I-210 B. Geographic map of the Southern Hijaz – (1958 revised 1968)
14. Map I-211 A. Southern Najd – (1963)
15. Map GM-211 B. Southern Najd – (1978)
16. Map I-212 A. Southern Tuwayq – (1956)
17. Map I-212 A. Southern Tuwayq – (1956)
18. Map I-212 B. Southern Tuwayq – (1956)
19. Map I-216 A. Tihamat Ash Sham – Without relief (1958)
20. Map I-216 A. Tihamat Ash Sham – (1958)
21. Map I-216 B. Tihamat Ash Sham – (1958 revised 1968)
22. Map I-216 B. Tihamat Ash Sham – (1958) without sleeve
23. Map I-217 A. Asir – (1959)
24. Map I-217 A. Asir – (1959)
25. Map I-217 B. Asir – (1958)
26. Map I-217 B. Asir – (1958 revised 1968)
28. Map AP-1 Topographical Map of the Arabian Peninsula (1972)
29. Map AP-2 Tectonic Map of the Arabian Peninsula (1972)
30. Geological Map of the Arabian Peninsula (1963 republished 1980)
31. MINISTRY OF DEFENCE. Al Fufuf (1964) loose
32. AERIAL SURVEY DEPARTMENT MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM. Ar Riyad (1984) loose
33. AERIAL SURVEY DEPARTMENT MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM. Najd 3 (1967 reprint 1983) loose.

Together with:

1. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Geological Mapping by Use of Computer-Enhanced
Imagery in Western Saudi Arabia. Washington, 1982. 4to (290 by 230mm), paper covers, 10pp., 2
folding maps housed in sleeve,

2. U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT. Distinguished Service Award Citation Letter for Glen F. Brown.

3. GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA. Memorial to Glen F. Brown 1911-2001 – 3p. programme.

4. NEW YORK TIMES. Obituaries, Thursday, March 1, 2001, for Glen F. Brown, laminated.

5. Brass Plaque commemorating 30 years of Saudi American co-operation, 12th September 1963 –
12th September 1993.

6. Photograph of the Portuguese Fort Qatif, Saudi Arabia.

7. SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY The 1995 Hollis D. Hedberg Award in Energy. 4pp.
programme and medal in presentation box.

Although individual geological maps of the Arabian peninsula do come to the market from time to
time, it is unusual to have such a large collection, especially with a link to Glen F. Brown, the
geologist responsible for the most detailed mapping of Saudi Arabia to date.
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