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“FINE PASTURE COUNTRY UNINHABITED AND CONSIDERED NEUTRAL
GROUND”

The District of Albany formerly t’Zuurenveld, being the eastern frontier of the Colony of
the Cape of Good Hope, shewing locations of the settlers lately arrived from England, and
Situation of the Town of Bathurst established by His Excellency Major General Sir Rufane
Shaw Donkin, K.C.B., Acting Governor of the Colony, and including also Algoa Bay with
Port Elizabeth, the village of Uitenilage, different missionary settlements &c…. 1820.
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Notes



The first map of the area south and west of the Great Fish River, the eastern border of the Cape
Colony, which was to be given to English settlers in 1820. A note top left states that the area is
blessed with “Fine Pasture Country, uninhabited, and considered as neutral Ground, since the
Convention with the Caffre Chiefs, after the last disturbances in the Year 1819”.

In 1793, at the onset of the French Revolutionary Wars, the Cape of Good Hope, historically a very
strategic trading post between the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, was fiercely fought over by the
British and the French. The British occupied the Cape in 1795, ending the Dutch East India
Company’s monopoly in the region, although at the Treaty of Amiens (1802) the Dutch temporarily
regained control until 1806. At the start of the Napoleonic Wars in 1806, the British once again took
control, and the Cape became a vital base for Britain up until the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869.
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