
Folio (510 by 370mm), title, 3ff. list of places, 2ff. list of subscribers, a reduction of 12 sheet survey,
and a large scale map on 12 sheets, all with fine original full wash colour.

BENJAMIN DONN’S PRIZE WINNING MAP OF DEVON

A Map of the County of Devon, with the City & County of Exeter. Delineated from an actual
Survey on Twelve Sheets of Imperial Paper, the Scale an Inch to a Mile. By Benjamin Donn,
Teacher of the Mathematics, &c. late of Bideford, now of the City of Bristol. Engraved by
Thomas Jefferys, Geographer to His Majesty. To which is Prefixed A General View of the
County, on One Sheet, with the Indexes of the Parishes, Seats, &c. for the readier finding
them o the Large Map.

Author
DONN, Benjamin [Engraved by] JEFFERYS, Tho[am]s

Publication date
1765.

Publisher
Printed for the Author, and Sold by the Booksellers of Devon; by Mr Johnston, in Ludgate-Street; Mr
Law, in Ave-Mary-Lane; Mr Johnson, opposite the Monument; Mr Baldwin, in Pater-noster-Row; and
the Print-Sellers of London,

Publication place
London,

Physical description
Folio (510 by 370mm), title, 3ff. list of places, 2ff. list of subscribers, a reduction of 12 sheet survey,
and a large scale map on 12 sheets, all with fine original full wash colour.



Dimensions
1830 by 1890mm. (72 by 74.5 inches).

Notes
The first county to be mapped on a scale of 1 inch to the mile.

The best know of all large-scale county surveys due to the 100 guineas award from the Royal Society
of Arts; the first map to receive the award that was conceived by the society in 1762, i.e. the first
county to be mapped upon a scale of 1 inch to the mile. Donn’s map was the model of its kind, the
result of a five year survey during which he claimed to have actually measured over 6000 miles of
roads rivers together with the angles of towers and hills. Detail includes towns, churches, villages,
seats and noted houses, parks, farms and cottages, copper and tin mines, Roman and Danish forts
and escarpments, turnpikes, fenced and unfenced roads and the distance between towns.

Benjamin Donn was a teacher of mathematics and in his preface to the map he acknowledges the use
of trigonometry and astronomy in his survey. His large-scale map of Devon was sold for one and half
guineas uncoloured with an extra 5 shillings for it to be coloured. It was also bound as an atlas – the
present example – with a title page and list of subscribers for 2 guineas.
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