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Notes
Petrus Apianus (1495-1552) was born in Saxony as Peter Bienewitz. He studied at the University of
Leipzig from 1516 to 1519, where he took a Latinised version of his German name: Petrus Apianus.
In 1520 he moved to Vienna, where he was part of the second Vienna school of cartography, and
produced his first world map there. He then moved again to Landshut, where he produced the
‘Cosmographicus liber’ in 1524, his first major work.

Based on the theories of Ptolemy, it contains paper instruments called volvelles, which Apianus
would use so effectively in his work that they are sometimes known as Apian wheels. It covers “the
division of the earth into climatic zones, the uses of parallels and meridians, thApe determination of
latitude, several methods for determining longitude including that of lunar distance, the use of
trigonometry to determine distances, several types of map projections, and many other topics”
(Karrow). America is depicted on the globes on pp. 2 and 63 and described on p. 69.

The ‘Cosmographicus liber’ is one of the most popular books on cosmography ever published. It
went through no fewer than 45 editions, was published in four languages, and was manufactured in
seven cities by at least 18 printers. Its popularity derived principally from its maps and discussion of
the New World, but also for its ingenious use of volvelles.

Copies are very rarely found with the full complement of volvelles: the British Library copy, for
instance, lacks the volvelle on p. 50. The book is uncommon. We have been able to trace five
examples of the first edition selling at auction since World War II, with only one, the present
example, in contemporary hand colour (1999, Sotheby’s NY; 1978, Sotheby’s London (this copy);
1965, Sotheby’s NY (two examples); 1951 William Schab).
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