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CHART OF THE TORTUGAS AND FLORIDA KEYS

An accurate chart of the Tortugas & Florida Reefs and Keys Surveyed by order of the Lords
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Notes
Between 1764 and 1781, the Scots surveyor George Gauld (1732-1782) was assigned by the British
Admiralty to chart the waters of the Gulf Coast off British West Florida, an area that extended from
New Orleans to present-day Florida. In 1773, Gauld submitted his ‘A General Description of the Sea-
Coasts, Harbours, Lakes, Rivers etc of the Province of West Florida’, the result of a survey
completed in 1769, to the American Philosophical Society, with the hope of having it published in the
‘Transactions’. Whilst Gauld was elected to the Society in 1774, his work was not deemed
sufficiently interesting for publication. His manuscript did, however, become one of the first to be
entered into the Society’s collections, where it was received with the following notice: “This long
uninteresting Paper can hardly obtain a Place in the Transactions of a Philosophical Society. It
should however be preserved in the Flies for the Use of Historians or map makers”. but his own
writing and chart was not printed until 1790 as An Account of the Surveys of Florida, &c, published
by William Faden. Faden’s version of the chart was reprinted in 1847.



Gauld was forced to suspend work on the Dry Tortugas and Florida Keys due to the depredations of
American privateers, and was taken prisoner at the siege of Pensacola in 1781. He was then taken to
Havana, and released to New York, before being sent to England, where he died shortly afterwards
aged fifty.

The present map is a previously unrecorded American version of Gauld’s original. The chart has
been completely reengraved, with many stylistic differences, most notably the removal of the coastal
profiles and rhumb lines, the moving of the title from the top left to the top center, the omission of
detail work on areas of land, and many other cosmetic differences. The coastal details and
soundings, however, have been studiously copied from one to the other. Aside from the renaming of
what is now the Town of Key West (Port Rodgers) and the island it is on (Thompson’s Island), there
are no significant geographic differences between the two maps. The fact that an American version
of the chart was made reflects, in the naming of the town and island which would become Key West,
the acquisition of Florida by the United States in 1821 and planting of a flag there in 1822. This
chart is undoubtedly the first to reflect the name changes which accompanied that acquisition and
as such is an important piece in the history of Florida.

We have been unable to trace any other example of this edition. The British Library, and LOC have
examples of Faden’s 1790 imprint, and we are aware of a further example in a private collection in
Florida.
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